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me, in which strong" fears were expressed for the safety
of Mirzapore, and urgently recommending me, if pos-
sible, to come over at once to Benares, as the securer
place of the two. As no oneness of purpose existed
among the residents, I determined to follow my own
judgment. I had sought the protection and guidance
of God in the extremity to which the mission had been
brought; and now, in this moment of anxiety, I could
not doubt His loving-kindness and mercy. Some of
the native Christians' wives and children had, with my
advice, been sent away into the country near by; but
what to do with the rest of the Christians was the sub-
ject of my great concern. I could not think of leaving
them alone to all the perils which seemed to be gather-
ing round, It appeared almost a certainty, that, as the
Sikhs in Benares had revolted, the Sikhs with us would
follow their example, or that the city itself would
" rise/' or that the station would be attacked by the
fugitives from Benares. It would have been a great
relief had I possessed a colleague at this time of ago-
nising thought, so that we might have consulted to-
gether on the best step to be taken, and shared in the
responsibility which any step involved; but the Lord
was a Helper and Friend, and I doubt not that He
directed us in what we did. It seemed to me, that if
there was safety for me in Benares, there was safety
for the native Christians also. I therefore said to them
all, that I would procure a large boat, and whoever
liked might accompany me to Benares. The boat was
got ready without delay, and brought to the ghat op-